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The 3 Major Mistakes Students Make When Revising for 
Their GCSEs 

(And How to fix them in minutes) 
 

GCSE exams can be stressful, but the right revision strategies can make all the difference. 
Unfortunately, most students fall into common traps when preparing for their exams. In this 
guide, we'll walk you through the 3 major mistakes students make while revising and give 
you detailed, actionable solutions to fix them quickly. 

Mistake #1: Passive Learning 

The Problem: Many students think revision is about reading their notes or 
highlighting pages. This passive approach doesn’t engage the brain effectively, 
leading to poor retention and frustration. 

Why It Doesn’t Work: Passive learning doesn’t challenge the brain to recall or 
apply knowledge. It’s like watching someone else exercise and expecting to get 
fit! 

The Solution: 

Use Active Learning Techniques like: 

1. Active Note-Making: 

o Step-by-Step: 

 Read a section of material (notes, book, or revision guide). 

 Cover it up and write down everything you remember from 
memory. 

 Compare what you wrote to the original material and 
highlight the gaps. 

 Use a different coloured pen to fill in the missing 
information. 

o Example: For Science topics like Photosynthesis, cover the 
textbook and try to rewrite the process in steps. Then go back, 
compare, and fill in the missing parts. 
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2. Flashcards (Done Right): 

o Focus only on concepts or facts that are hard to remember. 

o Step-by-Step: 

 Write a question on one side (e.g., "What is the equation for 
Photosynthesis?"). 

 Write the answer on the other side. 

 You can also use spaced repetition apps like Anki or Quizlet 
to test yourself at regular intervals. 

3. Mind Maps: 

o Visualise connections between ideas to improve understanding 
and memory. 

o Step-by-Step: 

 Write the main topic in the centre of the page. 

 Branch out subtopics and details. 

 Use colours, images, and keywords for clarity. 

o Example: Create a Mind Map for English Literature themes in a 
text like Macbeth (e.g., power, ambition, guilt). 

 

Pro Insight: Active learning forces your brain to recall and interact with the 
material, which strengthens memory pathways and improves understanding. 

 

  

https://apps.ankiweb.net/
https://apps.ankiweb.net/
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Mistake #2: Ignoring the Forgetting Curve 

The Problem: After learning something new, most students forget it quickly if 
they don’t revisit it. This phenomenon, known as the Forgetting Curve, shows 
that without review, 70% of new information is lost within 24 hours. 

Why It Happens: 
Your brain prioritises frequently used information. If you don’t revisit material, 
it assumes it’s not important. 

The Solution: Hack the Forgetting Curve with Spaced Repetition: 

1. What is Spaced Repetition? 

o Reviewing information at increasing intervals to reinforce memory. 

o Example Review Plan: 

 First Review: 10 minutes after learning. 

 Second Review: 1 day later. 

 Third Review: 1 week later. 

 Fourth Review: 1 month later. 

2. How to Apply It: 

o Use tools like Anki or Quizlet for automated spaced testing. 

o Create a revision schedule where topics are revisited in intervals. 

o Example: If you study Trigonometry today, test yourself on it 
tomorrow, then again in a week. 

3. Flashcards + Spaced Repetition: 

o Combine these for maximum retention. Focus on weaker topics as 
they arise. 

Pro Insight: Consistent, spaced reviews will move knowledge from short-term 
memory to long-term storage, ensuring it sticks. 

 

https://apps.ankiweb.net/
https://quizlet.com/
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Mistake #3: Not Practicing Under Exam Conditions 

 
The Problem: Students often revise by reading notes but avoid practicing how 
they will be tested. This creates a gap in exam technique, time management, 
and application. 

Why It Matters: 
Exams require speed, accuracy, and the ability to apply knowledge to 
unfamiliar questions. Without practice, students struggle with nerves and 
timing. 

The Solution: Incorporate Past Paper Practice into your routine. 

1. Simulate Real Exam Conditions: 

o Sit in a quiet space with no distractions. 

o Set a timer for the actual exam length (usually found on the front 
of the paper). 

o Attempt a full past paper without notes. 

2. Mark Your Answers: 

o Use the official mark scheme to identify where marks were lost. 

o Highlight mistakes and note what you should do differently. 

3. Learn From Mistakes: 

o Study the examiner’s reports (available on exam board websites) 
to understand common mistakes. 

o Focus on areas where marks are commonly missed. 

4. Repeat and Improve: 

o Redo questions you struggled with. 

o Reattempt papers after learning from feedback. 

Pro Insight: Practice makes perfect. The more you expose yourself to exam 
conditions, the more confident and prepared you’ll feel on the day. 
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Avoiding these common mistakes can significantly improve GCSE results. By 
switching to active learning, using spaced repetition, and practicing under real 
exam conditions, students can study smarter and achieve success. 

Action Checklist: 

• Replace passive revision with active learning techniques. 

• Implement a spaced repetition schedule. 

• Regularly practice under timed exam conditions. 

 

 

Want to see how our expert tutors at Lote Tree Tuition can help your child 
succeed? Visit our website to book a free consultation today! 

 

https://www.lttacademy.com/gcse-3

